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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 


1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 2-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Eriksson, et al. 
(Towards 3-dimensional face recognition). 

With regard to claim 2, Eriksson, et al discloses recognizing human faces using stereo 
information (See for example, section 1, page 401), comprising: providing left and right 
camera images of the feature, i.e., feature, landmark/s and/or fiducial points, locating the feature 
in the left camera image and in the right camera image using image analysis based on wavelet 
component values generated from wavelet transformations of the camera images, determining 
the feature location in multiple dimensions, i.e., three dimensions, including depth based on the 
feature locations in the left camera image and the right camera image (See Abstract, section 2.2, 
page 401-402; and section 2.5, pp. 403-404). 

With regard to claim 3, a method for determining a feature location as defined in claim 2, 
wherein the wavelet transformations use Gabor wavelets (See for example, Abstract; and section 
l,page 401). 

Claim 4 is rejected the same as claim 2 except claim 4 is directed to an apparatus claim. 
Thus, argument similar to that presented above for claim 2 is equally applicable to claim 4. 
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Claim 5 is rejected the same as claim 3 except claim 5 is directed to an apparatus claim. 
Thus, argument similar to that presented above for claim 3 is equally applicable to claim 5. 

Claim 6 is rejected the same as claim 2. Thus, argument analogous to that presented 

i 

above for claim 2 is equally applicable to claim 6. Claim 6 distinguishes from claim 2 only in 
that it recites the limitation providing first and second spaced- apart camera images of the feature. 
Eriksson, et al (for example, Figs. 3 and 6) further teaches this feature, where left and right 
camera images are indeed spaced apart from each other. 

Claim 7 is rejected the same as claim 3. Thus, argument similar to that presented above 
for claim 3 is equally applicable to claim 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Eriksson, et al 
(Towards 3 -dimensional face recognition) in view of Wiskott, et al (Face Recognition by Elastic 
Bunch Graph Matching). 

With regard to claim 1, Eriksson, et al (hereinafter "Eriksson") discloses providing left 
and right camera images of the feature, i.e., feature, landmark/s and/or fiducial points (See for 
example, Abstract; and section 2.5, pages 403-404); locating the feature in the left camera image 
and in the right camera image using (bunch graph) matching, determining the feature location in 
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multiple dimensions, i.e., three dimensions, including depth based on the feature locations in the 
left camera image and the right camera image (See Sections 1 through section 2.5, pp. 401-404). 
While Eriksson teaches the use of a directional searching to find a match, Eriksson does not 
explicitly call for matching the images using bunch graph matching. However, Wiskott, et al. 
(section 2.3, pp. 3-4) teaches this feature. 

Eriksson and Wiskott, et al are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, i.e., face recognition (See the Abstract). At the time of the invention, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teaching of Wiskott, et al. 
with Eriksson. The motivation for doing so is would at least improve the matching operation, 
by attaching a plurality of jets to create a bunch graph, and thereby accurately identifying feature 
locations in the pair of image. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Wiskott, et al. 
with Eriksson to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1 . 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Publications to: Wu, et al "Gabor Wavelets for 3-D Object Recognition 55 ; Wu, et al. 
"Gabor Wavelet Representation for 3-D Object Recognition"; and Foltyniewicz "Automatic Face 
Recognition via Wavelets and Mathematical Morphology 5 '. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL G MARIAM whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4010. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-4:30) FIRST FRIDAY OFF. 




Application/Control Number: 09/915,204 


Page 5 


Art Unit: 2621 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, LEO BOUDREAU can be reached on 703-305-4607. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



